Drama : Sudraka
Damaka, a friend of Kama, plays the part of the Vidusbaka and his funny role accounts for the title of the farce.
Sudraka
The Mricchakatika which goes in the name 6f Sudraka is probably earlier than Kalidasa Wit Tata* than Btiasa. The prelude to the play pays a tribute to the versatile scholarship of the royal author arid narrates how Sudraka, when he was one hundred years and ten days old, entered the fire and died aftef installing his son on the throne. The story of the author's death must be taken as an after-thought fancied by some later composer while the drama proper might have been the work of a court poet who assigned it to his patron. The attempt to identify King Sudraka with any historical personage has led to no tangible results so far. Kalbana mentions, in his Rajatarangini, Sudraka as a very fajQOiis king on a par with Vikramaditya. Kathasaritsagara, Kadambari, Harshacharita and Dasakumaracharita             jj
contain mention of a king named Sudraka. From all these references it is considered likely that Sudraka was only a legendary person especially as the name is unusual for a king. Prof Konow has tried to identify him with one prince Sivadatta of the Abhira dynasty of the 8th century A. D., on the strength of some popular events commonly associated with that king, He conjectures that the scene in the end of the Mricchakatika, where Palaka, the king of Ujjain is overthrown by Aryaka, the son of Gopala (a